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Human Development 
Infants 
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Patterns in Human Development 
· Development occurs along multiple lines 
· Milestones are simply normative markers at median ages 
· Milestones are only approximate 
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Infants 
· Evidenced at birth: 
· Reaching and grasping 
· Imitate facial expressions 
· Synchronize limb movements 
· Crying and clinging 


156165 >>> 00:03:30 

SLIDE 4 of 9 
Infants 
· Newborn preferences: 
· Large, bright objects with lots of contrasts 
· Moving objects 
· Curves vs. lines 
· Complex vs. simple designs 
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Infants 
· Preference for facial stimuli 
· Special attention to language stimuli 
· At 1 week old infant responds to the smell of the mother 
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Infants 
· Smiling 
· Innate reflex present at birth (endogenous smile) 
· Exogenous smiling at 8 weeks 
· Preferential social smile at 12 to 16 weeks 
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Infants 
· Physical Development: 
· Hands and feet are the first parts of 
the body to reach adult size 
· Motor development 
· Capacity to copy shapes - circle, 
cross, rectangle, square, triangle, 
diamond 


156185 >>> 00:08:04 

SLIDE 8 of 9 
Infants 
· Physical Development: 
· Hands and feet are the first parts of the body to reach adult size 
· Motor development 
· Capacity to copy shapes - circle, cross, rectangle, square, triangle, diamond 
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Infants 
· Brain-growth spurt - "critical period" of environmental influence 
· Stranger anxiety - unfamiliar people 
· Separation anxiety - separation from a caretaker 
· School phobia (separation anxiety disorder) - treatment focuses on interaction with parents 
· Imprinting - attachment behavior 
· Geese, ducks, quail 




