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Human Development 
Abuse 
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Child Abuse 
· More than 3 million annually are reported abused 

· Likely that many abuse cases unreported 

· Mandatory reportable offense up to age 18 

· If case is reported in error, the physician is protected 

· Remember your duty to protect the child
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Child Abuse
Clinical Signs:
· Broken bones in first year of life 

· Sexual transmitted disease (STD) 

· 92% of injuries are soft tissue injuries 

· Non-accidental burns have a particularly poor prognosis 

· Shaken baby syndrome: look for broken veins in eyes
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Child Abuse
Children at risk for abuse are:
· Younger than 1 year of age 

· Stepchildren 

· Premature children 

· Very active 

· “Defective” children

Parents likely themselves to have been abused 
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Child Abuse
Be careful not to mistake benign cultural practices such as "coining", "moxibustion” as abuse:
· Folk medicine practices should usually be accepted 

· Key is whether practice causes enduring pain or long-term damage 

· Treat female circumcision as abuse 

· Look for an opening to discuss with parents how they treated child prior
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Child Sexual Abuse 
· 200,000 cases of sexual abuse per year 

· 50% of sexual abuse cases are within the family 

· 60% of victims are female 

· Most likely source: uncles and older siblings 

· Males are more likely to be sources
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Child Sexual Abuse
Risk Factors 
· Single parent families 

· Marital conflict 

· History of physical abuse 

· Social isolation

More than 25% of adult women report beng sexually abused as a child 
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Spousal Abuse 
· 4-6 million women are beaten each year 
· Not mandatory reportable offense - give the victim information about local shelters and counseling 
· Domestic violence is the #1 cause of injury to American women 
· More frequent in families with drug abuse, especially alcoholism 
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Spousal Abuse 
· Male more likely abuser if: 
· Considers wife his belonging 
· Female more likely abused if: 
· Grew up in violent home 
· Dependent 
· Pregnant, last trimester (highest risk) 
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Elder Abuse 
· Elder abuse is a mandatory reportable offense 
· Prevalence rate 5% to 10% 
· Includes physical, psychological, financial, or neglect 
· Caretaker is the most likely source of abuse; spouses are often caretakers 
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Types of Abuse 







