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Diagnostic and Statistical Manual IV (DSM IV) 
Disorders Diagnosed in Childhood 
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Mental Retardation 
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Pervasive Developmental Disorders: Autism 
· Usually diagnosed in infancy (30 months) 
· Clinical signs 
· Problems with reciprocal social interaction, decreased repertoire of activities and interests 
· Abnormal or delayed language development, impairment in verbal and nonverbal communication 
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Pervasive Developmental Disorders: Autism 
· No separation anxiety 
· Oblivious to external world 
· Fail to assume anticipatory posture 
· Pronoun reversal 
· Preference for inanimate objects 
· Male:female ratio = 4:1 
· Linked to chromosome #15 
· 80% have IQs below 70 
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Potential Causes 
· Association with prenatal and perinatal injury, eg, rubella in first trimester 
· Failure of apoptosis (normal pruning of neural circuits) 
· Treatment: behavioral techniques (shaping) 
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Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) 
· Approximately 10% of lower class males and 5% of middle class 
· Male to female ratio is 10:1 
· Over-treatment appears common; differentiate from a child who is simply “overactive” 
· Treatment: methylphenidate, dextroamphetamine, or pemoline 




