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ETHICAL AND LEGAL ISSUES 
Rules 1-10 
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SLIDE 2 of 4 
Legal issues related to medical practice 
· Rule #1: Competent patients have the right to refuse medical treatment 
· Rule #2: Assume that the patient is competent unless clear behavioral evidence indicates otherwise 
· Rule #3: Decision-making should occur in clinical setting if possible, without going to court 
· Rule #4: When surrogates make decisions for a patient, they should use the following criteria and in this order 
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Legal issues related to medical practice 
· Rule #5: If patient is incompetent, physician may rely on advance directives 
· Rule #6: Feeding tube is a medical treatment and can be withdrawn at the patient's request 
· Rule #7: Do nothing to actively assist the patient to die sooner 
· Rule #8: The physician decides when the patient is dead 
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Legal issues related to medical practice 
· Rule #9: Never abandon a patient 
· Rule #10: Always obtain informed consent 




