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ETHICAL AND LEGAL ISSUES 
· Rules 11-20 
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Legal issues related to medical practice 
· Rule #11: Special rules apply with children 
· Rule #12: Parents cannot withhold life- or limb-saving treatment from their children 
· Rule #13: For the purposes of the USMLE, issues governed by laws that vary widely across states cannot be tested 
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Legal issues related to medical practice 
· Rule #14: Good Samaritan Laws limit liability when physicians help at accidents 
· Rule #15: Confidentiality is absolute 
· Rule #16: Patients should be given the chance to state DNR (Do Not Resuscitate) orders, and physicians should follow them 
· Rule #17: Committed mentally ill patients retain their rights 
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Legal issues related to medical practice 
· Rule #18: Detain patients to protect them or others. 
· Rule #19: Remove from patient contact health care professionals who pose risk to patients 
· Rule #20: Focus on what is the best ethical conduct, not simply the letter of the law 




A 60-year-old man hospitalized with metastatic colon cancer signs a DNR order. This means that the medical staff treating him is required to 

(A) discontinue narcotic pain medication
(B) not attempt CPR in case of cardiac arrest
(C) refrain from prescribing future medications
(D) withhold parenteral nutrition and IV fluid hydration
 
Explanations:

The correct answer is B. The DNR order (do not resuscitate) means that the patient asks that his or her life not be prolonged by artificial means. It does not mean that the patient wishes to forgo palliative therapy such as current narcotic pain medication (choice A), future medications (choice C), and nutrition and hydration (choice D). Limitations on such interventions might be specified on living wills or advance directives, however.
