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The T-Lymphocyte Antigen Receptor 
· Surface bound 
· Similarities with immunoglobulins: Two chains, called alpha () and beta () chains, on most T cells. 
· Also have isotypes. Besides the most common isotype, the  TCR, there is a second isotype composed of gamma () and delta () chains. 
· The  T cells are found mainly in the skin and at mucosal surfaces. All TCRs have a domain structure similar to antibody light chains. 
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The T-Lymphocyte Antigen Receptor 
  Surface bound 
  Similarities with immunoglobulins: Two chains, called alpha () and beta () chains, on most T cells. 
  Also have isotypes. Besides the most common isotype, the  TCR, there is a second isotype composed of gamma () and delta () chains. 
  The  T cells are found mainly in the skin and at mucosal surfaces. All TCRs have a domain structure similar to antibody light chains. 
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In a Nutshell: The TCR 
· Molecule of two chains ( or ) 
· Variable and constant domains 
· Always cell associated, Never secreted 
· Associated with signal transduction complex (CD3)a 







