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Preface to the
Seventh Edition

Perry’s has been an important source for chemical engineering information since 1934. The signif-
icant contributions of the editors who have guided preparation of the previous editions is acknowl-
edged. These include John H. Perry (first to third editions), Robert H. Perry (fourth to sixth
editions), Cecil H. Chilton (fourth and fifth editions), and Sidney D. Kirkpatrick (fourth edition).
Ray Genereaux (DuPont) contributed to each of the first six editions, and Shelby Miller (Argonne
National Lab) worked on the second through the seventh. The current editors directed both the
sixth and seventh editions. Advances in the technology of chemical engineering have continued as
we have moved toward the twenty-first century, and this edition will carry us into that century.

The Handbook has been reorganized. The first group of sections focuses on chemical and physi-
cal property data and the fundamentals of chemical engineering. The second and largest group of
sections deals with processes, generally divided as heat transfer operations, distillation, kinetics, 
liquid-liquid, liquid-solid, and so on. The last group treats auxiliary information such as materials of
construction, process machinery drives, waste management, and process safety. All sections have
been revised and updated, and several sections are entirely new or have been extensively revised.
Examples of these sections are mathematics, mass transfer, reaction kinetics, process control, trans-
port and storage of fluids, alternative separation processes, heat-transfer equipment, chemical reac-
tions, liquid-solid operations and equipment, process safety, and analysis of plant performance.
Significant new information has also been included in the physical and chemical data sections.

Several section editors and contributors worked on this seventh edition, and these persons and
their affiliations are listed as a part of the front material. Approximately one-half of the section edi-
tors are fellows of the AIChE. In addition, the following chemical engineering students at the Uni-
versity of Kansas assisted in the preparation of the index: Jason Canter, Pau Ying Chong, Mei Ling
Chuah, Li Phoon Hor, Siew Pouy Ng, Francis J. Orzulak, Scott C. Renze, Page B. Surbaugh, and
Stephen F. Weller. Shari L. Gladman and Sarah Smith provided extensive secretarial assistance.

Much of Bob Perry’s work carries over into this edition and his influence is both recognized and
remembered.

DON W. GREEN
JAMES O. MALONEY
University of Kansas
April, 1997
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