
Physics Connections to 
Other Sciences
Physics Connections to Other 
Sciences is fundamental to 
how science operates in the 
real world. This section 
provides a glimpse of the 
interconnectedness of different 
scientifi c disciplines. The brief 
descriptions relate students’ 
study of physics concepts to 
biology, chemistry, and Earth 
science. Each description deals 
with an aspect of how various 
physics principles are intrinsic 
to the behavior of living beings, 
chemical substances, and 
geological phenomena 
(Earth science). 

Discuss the science connections 
and encourage students to 
draw analogies with science 
connections they are familiar 
with. Students will gain 
a deep understanding of 
interdisciplinary interactions 
if they are actively engaged in 
the process of thinking about 
connections between different 
scientifi c disciplines. Encourage 
students to appreciate physics in 
relation to a broader framework 
of scientifi c interactions that are 
gaining ground as major areas 
of study— such as geophysics, 
biochemistry, and biophysics.

If students are unfamiliar 
with the content of the other 
branches of science discussed in 
the examples in their textbooks, 
explain scientifi c terms they 
don’t know and ask them to 
take down notes in their Active 
Physics logs. 

This will give you the 
opportunity to model how
you are comfortable explaining 
scientifi c phenomena studied 
in biology, chemistry, or Earth 
science. 
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