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Physics Connections to 
Other Sciences

This section relates physics to 
other sciences that investigate 
natural phenomena. The ability 
to survive and acceleration may 
not appear to be similar, yet there 
is an indisputable connection 
between the two. Fast-moving 
animals can escape their predators 
while slow-moving animals fi nd 
it diffi cult to reach the same level 
of survival as they cannot escape 
their predators so easily. From 
the smallest level of molecular 
motion to the most massive form 
of movement that occurs during 
earthquakes and weather changes, 
rapid changes can be understood 
using the knowledge of physics 
concepts. You might want to 
use the fi rst set of examples to 
draw students into a discussion 
of how physics connects to other 
sciences. Students can explore the 
remaining set of connections by 
explaining these connections in 
their Active Physics logs. 

Highlighting key points on 
posters will help students to 
retain information. Working 
together in a group leads to a 
sharing of responsibilities and 
students benefi t from each other’s 
perspective. Assigning tasks 
will encourage all students to 
participate. You should also ask 
students to include connections 
they may have made on their own 
while studying other branches 
of science. Finally, to gauge how 
much students have benefi ted 
from such an interdisciplinary 
approach, consider giving them 
a short quiz on what they have 
learned in Physics Connections to 
Other Sciences.


