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Physics Connections to 
Other Sciences

Physics Connections to Other 
Sciences requires students to 
think beyond the conventional 
boundaries of studying science. 
This section describes through 
different examples how physics 
connects to other sciences. 
Students read how wave motion 
is integral to biology, chemistry, 
and Earth science, and important 
physics concepts are employed to 
understand scientifi c phenomena. 

Consider developing an 
interdisciplinary lesson plan 
that investigates how different 
science concepts are interrelated. 
Ask them to pick three physics 
concepts they have studied 
and relate them to their daily 
experiences. For instance, how 
students encounter the concept of 
refl ection as a naturally occurring 
phenomena, or how they might 
interpret color. Then divide them 
into groups and ask them to share 
in a brief discussion how physics 
relates to biology, chemistry, and 
Earth science, based on their 
reading of Physics Connections to 
Other Sciences. You might want 
to create a list of questions that 
students should focus on to build 
a constructive inquiry. Consider 
asking a member of each group 
to write down the highlights of 
their discussion. Once students 
have recorded the focal points 
of their discussion, bring the 
whole class together and have 
a student volunteer from each 
group to share their knowledge of 
important science connections.


