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Physics At Work

The three profiles presented in 
the Physics At Work show how 
people with a passion for physics 
have carved out interesting careers 
for themselves. Dr. Linda Shore’s 
recollection of how a television 
show covering a wide variety 
of science subjects fascinated 
her so much that she went on 
to earn a post-graduate degree 
in physics from San Francisco 
State University and a doctorate 

in Science Education at Boston 
University. Her interest and 
involvement in the interactive 
science museum, where she now 
serves as the director of the 
Teaching Institute, is a career 
choice full of interactive designs 
and exhibits. You might want 
to ask students if an educational 
show on television has inspired 
them to pursue a subject that 
they love, just because they saw it 
come to life on a television set.

Roger Barrett’s passion for 
science is evident in the way 
he works to build scientific 
exhibits. By collaborating with 
a curator or a scientist he makes 
the exhibits more interesting. 
Barrett’s extensive involvement 
proves his commitment for each 
project that he designs. Using 
Barrett’s example, you might 
want to ask students about 
school projects that they have 
created and that gave them a 
sense of accomplishment based 
on their achievement. Consider 
discussing the Chapter Challenge 
presentation where they also 
developed and designed an exhibit 
that was interactive and conveyed 
important scientific information.

Patricia Rayner’s discovery that 
students learn better through 
hand-on activities can be used to 
illustrate how models achieve a 
fuller understanding of science. 
Point out that Patricia’s model 
of the All American Atom uses 
an interactive technique to teach 
students about the atom. You 
might want to ask students how 
their Chapter Challenge is similar 
to how Patricia Rayner employs 
the hands-on aspect of learning.


