CHAPTER

POPULATIONS:
CHARACTERISTICS
AND ISSUES

Populations are collections of organisms of the same species. This group of Magellanic penguins constitutes a population with certain characteristics
that may differ somewhat from the characteristics of penguin groups that inkabit other paris of South America.
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OBJECTIVES

Adfter reading this chapter, you should be able o

+ Ulnderstand that birthrate and death rate are both important in determining the
population growth rate.

+ Dafine the following characteristics of o population: natality, mortality, sex
ratic, age distribution, biotic potential, and spatial distribuation.

= Explain the significance of biotic potential to the rate of population goowth.

* Dascribe the lag, exponential growth, decelertion, and stable aquilibrinm
phasas of a population growth curve. Explain why each of these st ges occurs.

* Describe how limiting factors determing the camying capacity for a population.

= List the four categones of limiting factors,

= Hecognize that humans are subject to the same forces of environmental
resistance as are other organisms.

= Understand the implications of ovemeproduction.

+ Explain how human population growth is influsnced by social, theological,
philosophical, and political thinking.

= Explain why the age distribution and the status and role of women affect
population growth projections.

* BRecognize that countries in the more-developed world are experencing an
increass in the average age of their populations.

* BRecognize that most countrigs of the word have a rapidly growing population.
= Describe the implications of the demographic transition conce pt.
=+ Hecognize that rapid population growth and poverty are linkead.
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