The red-cockaded woodpecker (Piooidas borealis) is listed as an endan-
p=rad 2pacies. This madiume-sized bird (about the sze of a cardinal) iz &
cooparative colony nester—ihe dominart male and fermale raiss young
with the support of nonbraading members of tha colony. Thay ara only
found in the southeastem United States—southern Virginia to eastam
Texas—whers native southam yellow pine forests oocur. Saveral ping
specias, including slash pine, shortleaf pine, kbiklly pine, and longlaaf
pire, ara typical of this region. The original forests were fire-adapted in
that matura treez wera abla to withstand modarate ground fires. This ra-
sulted in a rather open forast tvpa, Tha woodpackers typically construct
their nesting cavities in older, dizeasad longlesf pine treas.

The tress these birds use for nesting are alzo commearcially impor-
tant. Thus, the amount of suitable breading habitat has been severaly
reduced as older trees are harvested and natural stands of pines have
besn replaced with plantationz, wher larga tracts are plantad to a sin-
gle spacies and the treas are harvested before they reach old age.

Since much of the suitable hakitat iz privately ocwned, protecting
populations of red-cockaded woodpeckars requires the cooperation of
private landowners, consarvation organizations, state and federal gov-
arnmants, and commearcial forest products companias.

In 1258, Intemational Paper entered into an agresment with the LLS
Fish and Wildife Service, which is responzible for monitoring the status of
endangered species, toincraase the amount of suitable nesting habitat on
itz lands. Intemational Paper agreed to sat aside particular pancels of forest
to maintain oolories of red-cockaded woodpaeckars. One of thosa parcals
was the Southlands Bxpermental Forest near Bainbridge, Gaorgia. Whan
the agreerment was zigned in 1988, there were three malke red-cockaded
wioodpackers at the site. By 2008, there wane over 50 indviduaks, The in-
cressa iz attibutable to protection and improverment of the binds' hakitat
and transfer of binds to the anrsa from other locations. In 2006, the compary
dacided to sal nearly all of its land holdings in the United States. Many en-
vironmentally sansitive lands wera sold to conzervation onganizations such
as Tha Mature Conservancy and the Conservation Fund, as weal as state
govemments, The Southlands Experimental Forest was =old to the state of
Georgia with some funding assistance from the Conservation Fund. This
land transfer protects the population gains made by this population of red-
cockaded woodpackers.




